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! The causes and impact of disasters are often anything but natural. Disasters are the interaction of
environmental shocks (storms, floods, and droughts) with human vulnerability (who one is, where one lives,
and how one makes a living) creating risk: the danger of losing life and livelihood. Other exacerbating
factors include environmental mismanagement, such as the failure to maintain infrastructure such as dams
and flood defences.

2 Humanitarian Futures Programme (2009) forthcoming report, see www.humanitarianfutures.org

For The Right to Survive, Oxfam commissioned the Humanitarian Futures Programme at King’s College
London to predict likely numbers of people who will be affected by natural hazards in 2015 (see the chart
on p.XX).

NB 325 million is a mid-range figure. The Humanitarian Futures Programme’s projections range from 250
million to 609 million.

Methodology and results: a regression analysis was performed on the available data, and a forecast of
numbers affected by 2015 was made based on a projected trend. The approach disaggregated the number of
events per year, their severity, and people’s exposure to them (i.e. the number of people affected). It also
factored in projected population growth. Because there was high variability in the number and impact of
events for any given year, the average number of events for each hazard type was estimated by summing
the total events by decade and dividing by the number of years in that decade (10 in all cases, except from
2000).

Predicting the exact outcome of such complex interactions is impossible, of course, and all methods for
attempting to do so have their limitations and are estimates at best. Added to the methodological limitations
of trend analysis, it is also important to acknowledge the limitations in the available data — particularly, the
influence of increased and improved reporting on disasters over the last few decades and biases in data
collection (e.g. deliberate misreporting).

¥ United Nations (2007) Disaster Risk Reduction: Global Review 2007, p. 25.

* D. Smith and J. Vivekananda (2007) ‘A Climate of Conflict: the Links between Climate Change, Peace
and War’, London: International Alert, www.international-alert.org/climate_change.php.

% See the University of Uppsala Conflict Data Programme, www.pcr.uu.se/research/UCDP/index.htm (last
accessed November 2008).

®Last available figures. Throughout this report, figures are in US dollars unless otherwise stated.
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" For Europe-wide bail-out, see ‘EU leaders endorse continent-wide bailout’, CBS News, 15 October 2008,
www.chsnews.com/stories/2008/10/15/world/main4524028.shtml?source=RSSattr=Business_4524028 (last
accessed November 2008). For Hypo Real Estate example, see ‘Germany clinches bank rescue deal’, BBC
News, 6 October 2008, http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/7653868.stm (last accessed November 2008).
For the Royal Bank of Scotland example, see ‘UK banks receive £37bn bail-out’, BBC News, 13 October
2008, http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/7666570.stm (last accessed November 2008).

& UN Stabalisation Mission in Haiti (2008) ‘Gonaives, deux semaines aprés le déluge!”,
www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900sid/RMOI-7INIJMU?OpenDocument&rc=2&cc=hti (last accessed
November 2008).

° UN Stabalisation Mission in Haiti (2008) ‘Gonaives, deux semaines aprés le déluge!”,
www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900sid/RMOI-7IJNJMU?OpenDocument&rc=2&cc=hti (last accessed
November 2008).

1 IFRC (2007) “Climate Change and the International Federation’, background note distributed to IFRC
national societies.

1S, Dercon (2004) ‘Growth and shocks’, Journal of Development Economics 74(2): 309-29.

12 Christian Aid (2007) ‘Human Tide: the Real Migration Crisis’, London: Christian Aid,
www.christianaid.org.uk/stoppoverty/climatechange/resources/human_tide.aspx (last accessed November
2008).

3" Asian Development Bank (2004) ‘Fighting Poverty in Asia and the Pacific: The Poverty Reduction
Strategy of the Asian Development Bank’,
www.adb.org/Documents/Policies/Poverty Reduction/mission.asp?p=policies (accessed November 2008).

1. MacAuslan (2008) ‘India’s National Rural Empolyment Guarantee Act: a case study for how change
happens’, in D. Green (2008) From Poverty to Power, Oxford: Oxfam International.

5 Reuters (2008) “Vast Chile volcano ash cloud partially collapses’, 13 May 2008,
www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900sid/KHI1-7EM89T?OpenDocument&rc=2&cc=chl (last accessed
November 2008).

18 Interview with Jane Beesley, Oxfam GB, March 2008.
" Interview with Marie Cacace, Oxfam GB, August 2008.
8 1bid.

19 Ban Ki-moon (2007) “Secretary-General’s Report on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict’,
op.cit.

20 Figures compiled from UN consolidated appeals data, see www.humanitarianappeal.net (last accessed
November 2008).
21 Unpublished research carried out for Oxfam GB’s Humanitarian Department.

22 For more information on this project, see
www.oxfam.org.uk/oxfam_in_action/impact/success_stories/bolivia_farming.html (last accessed
November 2008).

% See PricewaterhouseCoopers (2007) ‘Entertainment and Media Outlook 2007-11",
http://www.pwc.co.uk/eng/publications/global_entertainment_and_media_outlook_2007_2011.html (last
accessed November 2008).

% Oxfam International (2008) ‘For a Safer Tomorrow: Protecting Civilians in a Multipolar World’, Oxford:
Oxfam International.

% Oxfam International (2008) ‘Climate Wrongs and Human Rights: Putting People at the Heart of Climate
Change Policy’, Oxford: Oxfam International.



